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w w w . a n c h o r a g e s n o w m o b i l e c l u b . c o m  

The Summit 

December is here, the holidays are upon us and great riding is just around the corner. 

We have an adjustment seminar scheduled at Go Pro on December 12th at 10am. We 

have Alaska Avalanche School scheduled to speak at our next general membership meet-

ing (super informative), and several great rides scheduled over the next few weeks. Re-

member to check the website and the club hotline for the latest information on rides and 

other events.  

   There is an avalanche class geared specifically towards snowmachiners scheduled 

for the week-end of January 23-24. As of this writing there are only four people signed 

up. The class is $275 and the club will pay $200 of that after completion of the class. 

The Alaska Avalanche School does have a few prerequisites and they can be found on 

their web-site which can be accessed thru our web-site via a link. You do not need to be 

an expert rider but you do need to have advanced riding skills, and some back country 

knowledge to participate. Please read the course curriculum, look at the list of required 

items, and consider signing up. If this class doesnôt fit into your schedule or meet your 

current needs consider taking one of the many other classes offered, the club will pay all 

or a portion of these classes too. This is your club and one of the many benefits member-

ship offers.  

  On behalf of the board Iôd like to wish everyone a safe, fun, and happy holiday sea-

son. Have a very Merry Christmas and wonderful New Year.   

    

     Think snow, and see you in a few days either at the meeting or on the trail, 

 

Gary Brown 

President Anchorage Snowmobile Club 
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The Anchorage Snowmobile Club 
 
ASC was formed as a non profit cor-

poration in 1991 to support Anchorage 
snowmobilers interested in having more 
places to ride and better snowmobile 
access. ASC promotes the sport of 
snowmobiling with the primary objectives 
being family recreation and pleasure. 
ASC works for fair and equitable access 
regulations, the development of trails 
and related issues, and ñSafety Firstò 
including ñZero Toleranceò in all winter 
sports. 

 
   Officers and Board of Directors 
 
The ASC Board of Directors is com-

posed of 17 positions, four officers and 
13 board members. The Board is gener-
ally responsible for making decisions 
regarding funding of the club, access 
issues, club rides and events, and shar-
ing additional club duties as required. 
President: Gary Brown 
Vice President: Steve Lee 
Recorder: Dan Anderson 
Treasurer: Andrea Kuckertz 
Board: Mike Carlton, Robert Homer, 
Glenn Goodman, Mike Jacquot, Pat 
Kuckertz, Paul Godin,  Gloria 
Scarbrough, Ed Morrison,  
Dan Ducharme, & Tom Collins 

 
   Making Tracks 

 
Making tracks is the official publica-

tion of the Anchorage Snowmobile Club 
(ASC) and is published September thru 
April, eight issues. ASC offers its busi-
ness and individual members the oppor-
tunity to advertise in making tracks. A 
business card ad, usually an image of 
your business card, is $35 for the sea-
son, a half page ad is $35 per newsletter 
and a full page ad is $70 per newsletter. 
Text only classified ads are free to indi-
vidual members and will run for two 
months as space is available. If you 
would like to advertise in Making 
Tracks, then contact Paul Godin at 
akhotdogs@gci.net or:  
 
anchoragesnowmobileclub@yahoo.com 
 
Anchorage Snowmobile Club 
P.O. Box 232196 
Anchorage, AK  99523-2196 
 
ASC Hotline 566-0272 

AMMC Racing Season is getting revved up.  Be sure to check 
out the latest information on their website. 

Go to our website, click on links of interest, scroll down to 
 Racing associations, click on Alaska Motor Mushers  

Available Safety Training 
 

The Alaska Avalanche School is offering a class called; 

Snowmobilers Hazard Evaluation & Rescue Course 
Costð$275 per person (of which $200 will be 

 reimbursable from the Anchorage Snowmobile Club Safety funds 
upon successful Completion of the course). 

See www.alaskaavalanche.com for more information 

This Months General Membership Meeting 
December 16th, 2009 at 7pm 

This month we will be having our annual Avalanche  
Awareness Briefing with Tucker Chenoweth of the Alaska 

Avalanche School.  This is always a very informative briefing 
and will include some great safety related door prizes. 

What:  1st Annual ASC Winter Clothing Drive 
Who:  Brother Francis Shelter (BFS) 
When: 16 Dec 06 (30minutes before and after General  
Membership Meeting at grey Dodge Ram 3500 near entrance) 
Where: IBEW Hall on Denali  
Why:  Help those whom are less fortunate, create more storage 
 space at home, receive tax credit for charitable donation, or just  
because! 
See link for wish list items at 
http://www.cssalaska.org/files/BrotherFrancis/bfsbrochure.pdf  
Looking for adult male/female winter clothing items in good  
condition. To receive tax donation benefit, complete form received  
last month and turn in to Tom Collins or fill out form on the  
16th.  Tom will mail form to address listed once signed by BFS  
representative.  If you did not get your yellow bag for donated  
items or the form, Tom will have more at the meeting.  If you have 
 too much stuff, you can always take items to BFS on your own at  
1021 E. 3rd Ave in Anchorage.  For other arrangements, call Tom 
at 301-3165.   

A CHANCE TO HELP OTHERS 

http://www.cssalaska.org/files/BrotherFrancis/bfsbrochure.pdf
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ASC Appreciates Our Business Members 

ASC Business Members are important to the club. The businesses: 
· Provide financial support to the club 
· Demonstrate a support of snowmobiling by the business community, and 
· Provide snowmobilers with goods & services so we can enjoy our sport 

When the opportunity arises, take YOUR business to one of our businesses  

and let them know youôre glad they support ASC! 

Adventure Denali ...................................... 907-768-2620 ...............www.adventuredenali.com 

Alaska Snowmobile Salvage .................... 345-8594 

Alaska Snow Safaris ................................ 868-7669 ......................www.snowmobile-alaska.com 

Alaska Leopard Enterprises ..................... 868-1594 ......................www.alaskanleopard.com 

Alaska Mining and Diving Supplyéééé277-1741éééééé..www.akmining.com 

Alaska Motorsports Distééééééé...354-3209éééééé...www.cyclopsmotorsports.com 

Amsoil, Don Nusbaum .............................. 830-2856 ......................www.lubedealer.com/aklube 

Anchorage Suzuki Arctic Catééééé...272-2412éééééé..www.anchoragesuzukiarcticcat.com 

Alpine Creek Lodge .................................. 907-283-3775 ...............www.alpinecreeklodge.com 

Aurora Productionséééééééééé.562-9911éééééé.www.auroraproductions.net 

Bentalit Lodge .......................................... 733-2716 ......................www.bentalitlodge.com 

Cantwell Lodgeééééééééééé...733-2716éééééé..www.cantwellodgeak.com 

Coca Cola of Alaska .................................  .....................................www2.coca-cola.com 

Denali Alaskan FCU ................................. 257-7245 ......................www.denalifcu.org 

Deshka Landing Outdoor Assoc. .............. 907-495-3374 ...............www.deshkalanding.com 

Dr. Gregory Grubba, DDSééééééé562-1958éééééé..www.drgrubba.com 

Glacier City Snowmobile Tourséééé...783-5566éééééé..www.snowtours.net 

Gate Creek Cabins ................................... 733-1393 ......................www.gatecreekcabins.com 

GoPro....................................................... 563-1799 ......................www.goproalaska.com 

Iron Dog, Inc............................................. 563-4414 ......................www.irondog.org 

Luceôs Lodgeéééééééééééé..733-1942 

Maclaren River Lodgeéééééééé...907-822-5444éééé.www.maclarenlodge.com 

Marita Sea & Ski ...................................... 337-2744 ......................www.alaskapowersports.com 

McKinley View Real Estate....................... 733-3300 ......................www.mckinleyview.com 

Mt. View Car Wash................................... 279-4819 ......................rjeb@alaska.net 

Northwoods Lodgeééééééé...éé.733-3742éééééé.www.northwoodslodge.net 

Rent-A-Can Toilet Co. .............................. 694-9202 ......................www.rentacan.net 

Sheep Mountain Lodge ............................ 877-645-5121 ...............www.sheepmountain.com 

Susitna River Lodge ................................. 907-733-0505 ...............www.susitna-river-lodging.com 

Talvista Lodge .......................................... 733-6343 ......................www.talvistalodge.com 

Team CC .................................................. 694-3200 ......................www.teamcc.com 

Webbôs Paving and Snow Removalééé349-3724éééééé..www.ronwebb.com 

Weld Air Alaska ........................................ 373-2000 ......................www.weldair.com 
 

 
 

REQUESTS FOR CHANGES OR ADDITIONS SHOULD BE SENT TO PAUL GODIN AT AKHOTDOGS@GCI.NET 
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Club Apparel        
Items for Sale 
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___________________________________ 
Signature of Applicant 
___________________________________ 
Signature of Spouse 

Anchorage Snowmobile Club Membership Application  
 

   Name:______________________________________________________________________ 

   Mailing Address:______________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________________________State:_________________Zip:___________ 

Email address:________________________________________________________________ 

Home phone:_________________________________________________________________ 
Membership includes: ASSA affiliate membership, club rides & events, club meetings, and the club newsletter. 

 

Ç New (referred by__________________) 

Ç Renewal 

Ç ASC single $25____________ 

Ç ASC family $35____________ 

Ç ASC business $40__________ 

Ç ASC decal $5x____=________ 

  (One included with paid membership) 

Ç Grooming donation__________ 

Ç Denali Defense Fund________ 

   Total________ 

 

Please mail form and check to: 

Anchorage Snowmobile Club 
PO Box 232196 
Anchorage, AK. 99523-2196 
566-0272 
 
The Anchorage Snowmobile Club (ASC) & the Alaska State Snowmobile 

Association (ASSA) are not liable for personal insurance. The undersigned 

hereby releases the ASC & ASSA, their agents and officers from all claims 
which the undersigned may have in the future for personal injury and property 
damage or ASSA activities. I hereby acknowledge that I have read this re-

lease and understand its terms. I execute it voluntarily with full knowledge of 
its significance. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ASC now has a new line of club apparel with the 

club logo embroidered on it. Paul Godin will have 
these items on display at the General Membership 
meetings each month for members to check out and 
try on.  Some items are available at the monthly meet-
ing and some need to be ordered for delivery the next 
month. 

 

Port Authority Glacier Soft Shell Jacket 
($75  for S-XL and $80 for 2XL) 
 
Freelander Fleece Jacket with zip off    
sleeves 
($55 for S-XL and $57 for 2XL) 
 
Long Sleeve Sport-Tek Dri Mesh Shirts 
($35 for S-XL and $37 for 2XL) 
 
T-Shirts - available in Gray or Black 
($15) 
 
Hats - one size fits all in Red or Black 
($15) 
 
Knit Caps - available in black or navy 
($15) 
 
Knit Caps with ear flaps - Navy, Black or Gray 
($20) 
 
Long Sleeve Club T-Shirt  
($35) 

5 

ASC USE ONLY 
Entered 
Check #: ______________Database_________________ 
Cash: ____________Cards/Logo/Patch sent__________ 
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Anchorage Snowmobile Club 

Guidelines for RIDE LEADERS  
 

 

Pre ride considerations 

 Location, trail, groomed, cross country or river 

 Parking 

 Skill level 

 Approximate mileage 

 Anticipated group numbers 

 Weather conditions normally expected at the time and place. 

 Determine the departure and return times, consider the sunrise and sunset times, also the length of drive 

from Anchorage. 

 Fuel, food, breaks 

 Ride assistants, co leader, sign in, sweepé 

 

Notification to members 

 Notify the Ride Leader coordinator soon as possible to post on the Web site 

 Notify the Hot Line person by Wednesday for a Saturday ride with; location, parking, meeting time and 

ride departure time, special instructions, ride description, skill level, expected mileage, duration or expected 

return time. 

 Monitor conditions at the selected location for variations. If weather, snow fall, avalanche danger or road 

condition warrant a modification or cancellation notify the Hot Line person.  

 Update Hot Line if any conditions change at the earliest time. 

 

SAFETY is the major goal of Anchorage Snowmobile Club.  It is up to the ride leader to discuss and judge the 

current condition surrounding a ride.  As mentioned; weather, avalanche danger, or road conditions could be reasons 

to cancel a ride.  Most people are uncomfortable riding in conditions of temperatures of -20.  If road conditions 

deteriorate; IEé ice rain, or a very heavy wet snow is falling it may require canceling the ride or rescheduling.  The 
river ice may not be safe or a thaw has removed enough snow that ride conditions are sub par for the area.  The Ride 

Leader may have to cancel a ride.  

 

Ride day 

 At the parking area, it is wise to arrive early to direct traffic and answer questions. 

 Pass out sign in sheet, ONE name per line for accurate count.  Name, emergency contact, cell phone 

number, vehicle license. 

 Pass out marking tape to attach to rear of sled for that days ride for the group 

 Conduct Safety/Trail meeting 15 minutes prior to the departure time, cover trail conditions, destination, 

length, skill level, breaks, food and expected speed. Have sweep conduct a count to match sign in list.  Go 

over ñRules of the trailò ï see RIDE PARTICIPANT guidelines. 

 Once the ride is under way, do a group check within the first few miles.  Allow people to adjust their 

helmets and clothing.  This will also ensure all of the machines are still with you and the Sweep has a good 

count. 

 Set a pace that is comfortable and everyone is keeping up.  Slow the group down every now and then to 

group everyone up ï continue when the sweep gives you the ñthumbs upò. If a section of ñtrailò warrants, 

pick up the pace to allow for some extra speed, but be prepared to slow the group down and allow everyone 

to catch up at the end. While the ride progresses, watch and judge everyone to establish the slowest or 

evaluate the skill level of all to adjust the ride to meet everyoneôs needs. 

 Sometimes a group will want a slower speed set on the trail to allow for extra time to play along side of the 

main group. 

 Intersections can be tricky. Either stop the group and proceed as a group or leave an assistant to direct 
traffic. 

 When stopping for a break let everyone know and for how long. 

 Prior to reaching the parking lot at the end of the ride, make another head count to ensure that all have 

returned from the ride. 
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Anchorage Snowmobile Club 

Guidelines for RIDE PARTICIPANTS  
 
Pre ride considerations 

 Alaska State law requires that all snowmobiles be registered. 

 Helmets are required. Liability insurance is strongly recommended for all riders. 

 The Anchorage Snowmobile Club has a zero tolerance policy; therefore, the consumption of alcohol is 

strictly prohibited on the trail. 

 Parents and/or guardians: you are completely responsible for the actions and safety of your children. 

 Refer to the hotline or the website for details of the ride location and any given specifics for being prepared 

for the day. Both will usually indicate the ride skill level, trail and weather conditions, length of ride and 

whether extra gas is needed, etc. 

 Bring extra socks, hat, gloves and enough clothing and supplies (i.e. food and water) to stay out overnight. 

 Ensure that you and/or your sled are equipped with the proper equipment needed for the ride. 

 

Ride day 

 Before departing home, always check the hotline again for any recent updates. 

 Arrive early enough at the parking area to ensure that you are unloaded and ready to participate in the 

Safety/Trail meeting 15 minutes prior to the departure time that was given for the ride. 

 Make sure that you are signed in on the ride list, ONE name per line for accurate count.  Name, emergency 

contact, cell phone number, vehicle license. 

 Ensure that your sled is marked with the marking tape for that days ride. This will help identify your 

machine in belonging to the group. This also distinguishes you and your machine from other groups sharing 

the trail. 

 Attend Safety/Trail meeting 15 minutes prior to the departure time. The ride leader will be covering trail 

conditions, destination, length, skill level, breaks, food and expected speed. A brief overview of the ñRules 

of the Trailò will also be covered. 

 

Rules of the Trail 

 Never pass the ride leader, do not fall behind the sweep. 

 Give the Ride Leader room to maneuver. Do not follow too close! 

 Everyone shall have a riding partner or buddy to watch for while riding.  When the group stops ensure that 

ride buddy is with the group.  If NOT, notify the ride leader immediately.  A three-some will work for odd 

numbers.  The sweep will be counting so as to let the Ride Leader know everyone is still with the group. 

 Never leave the group without notifying the ride leader if you will be out of sight of the group for any 

reason.  

 Inform the ride leader if the riding conditions become above your skill (or comfort) level. 

 Follow at a safe distance from the sled in front of you. Always allow a safe braking distance for emergency 

stops. 

 Do not lose sight of the rider directly behind you.  If they fall behind, stop until everyone regroups. 

 If you are separated from the group, turn on your cell phone and check for messages, stay with your 

machine. Turn on your two-way radio if you have one. 

 Hand signals; 

o Use your left hand to point at a hazard to inform the next rider. 

o A raised hand above the head indicates slowing down or stopping. The right hand up would 

definitely indicate STOP - as the hand is off the gas. 

o Be aware: Some riders may use a hand mirror on the left hand and may often have the hand at eye 

level, using the mirror 

 Those on the trail have the right of way.  If merging onto the trail, yield to those on the trail.  All riders 

need to be courteous and aware of those around you. 

 When stopping on the trail, pull off to the right and leave the trail open for other users. Never block the 

trail.  

 Do not use up the generosity of others by being stuck and regularly requiring the assistance of others. 
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2009/2010 RIDE SCHEDULE 

REMEMBER TO CHECK THE CLUB WEBSITE FOR 

THE MOST CURRENT RIDE SCHEDULE EACH AND 

EVERY WEEK.  ALSO, BE SURE TO CALL THE CLUB 

HOTLINE AT 566 -0272 PRIOR TO ALL RIDES TO EN-

SURE THE RIDE IS STILL GOING AS SCHEDULED.  

Date Skill Event/Ride Time Ride Leader 

18-Nov   General Membership Meeting 7:00 PM   

12-Dec   Adjustment Seminar 10:00 AM GO PRO 

16-Dec   General Membership Meeting 7:00 PM   

19-Dec Fam Riders Skill Class 10:00 AM Pat Kuckertz 

2-Jan Fam South Denali Area 10:00 AM John Scudder 

9-Jan Fam Eklutna Lake Trail 10:00 AM John Scudder 

10-Jan Fam Upper Huffman 10:00 AM John Scudder 

16 - 18 Jan Int Alpine Creek Lodge (Full) Overnight Erik Burney 

20-Jan   General Membership Meeting 7:00 PM   

23-Jan Fam Hatcher Pass 10:00 AM Dwight Neill 

6-Feb Int Sleeping Lady 10:00 AM John Scudder/Gene Gerken 

13 - 15 Feb Fam Bentalit (Full) Overnight Kurt Julsen 

14-Feb Fam/Int Presidents Day Ride 10:00 AM   

17-Feb   General Membership Meeting 7:00 PM   

19 - 21 Feb Fam Bentalit (Full) Overnight Kurt Julsen 

26 - 28 Feb Fam/Int Tal Vista Overnight Pat Kuckertz 

6-Mar Fam/Int Nelchina Glacier 10:00 AM John Scudder 

11 - 14 Mar Fam Susitna River Lodge (Full) Overnight Gary Brown 

13-Mar Int Shulin Lake 10:00 AM John Scudder 

17-Mar   General Membership Meeting 7:00 PM   

20-Mar Fam Spencer/Skookum Glacier 10:00 AM John Scudder 

24-Apr Fam Spring Fling 6:00 PM   
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